Myanmar Civil Society organizations and networks urge the Myanmar
government and other relevant stakeholders to take urgent measures
during the COVID-19 pandemic

28 May 2020

Myanmar is being affected by the COVID-19 global pandemic in many
aspects — health wise, politically, economically and socially. The impact of
the pandemic may be prolonged. In this regards, some Myanmar civil
society organizations (CSOs) and networks convened online meetings on
29 April and 19 May 2020 to discuss ways to strategically respond to the
pandemic. Based on these meetings, Myanmar CSOs plan to issue a
manifesto on how to strategically coordinate and respond during the
pandemic. While the manifesto is being prepared, which may take some
time, there are some matters that require immediate actions.

Urgent Recommendations and request:

1. Unconditionally stop armed conflict in all areas across Myanmar.

2. The Myanmar government should urgently support and provide
humanitarian assistance to internally displaced persons (IDPs) and
recent conflict affected population, especially in northern Rakhine
and southern Chin States, and COVID-19 related response.
Unconditionally remove all restrictions preventing CSOs from
providing emergency assistance and humanitarian access must be
granted.

3. Myanmar government, the military (Tatmadaw), and ethnic armed
organisations (EAOs) should protect civilians in armed conflict
affected areas and respect and fulfil international humanitarian law
and international human rights law.

4. The government should buy goods with low shelf-lives from farmers
and distribute them to people in need.

5. Agricultural loans repayment exemption from the government for
farmers from armed conflict affected areas and suspend repayment
of loans for farmers from other areas.

6. Unconditionally suspend land registration and land confiscation
under the Vacant, Fallow, and Virgin (VFV) Land Management Law
and the planning and implementation of business investments using
Myanmar’s natural resources such as water, land and ecosystem
during the COVID-19 pandemic when there are limitations on
monitoring due to restrictions on people gatherings.



7. Temporarily suspend mineral mining, issuing licenses for mining,
exploration, dam construction projects, hydropower projects and

energy related projects that are detrimental to the environment and
local communities since the public cannot gather to respond during
the pandemic.

8. Immediately lift internet restrictions, which have been imposed
supposedly due to armed conflict in Rakhine and Chin states and
security reasons, limiting the public’s ability to access information,
unblock ethnic websites and allow the media to freely access
information and report. Media workers should not be charged under
criminal laws or other repressive laws.

9. Provide unconditional food, money, and essential items support
within a month to people are really poor and in dire need. Conduct a
Rapid Needs Assessment to be able to provide such assistance.
Government departments and CSOs should cooperate for the
assessment.

10.Decisions on reopening schools should be based on the views of
students, teachers, and parents and the situation of COVID-19
prevention efforts.

11.Collect data of migrant workers who have returned to Myanmar,
unemployed factory worker and laid-off workers and provide them
with the necessary support.

12.Provide protective equipment and materials for health workers and
ensure plans to relieve their workload.

13.COVID-19 response planning and policy development should be
based on human rights, democracy, and social justice principle and
norm. Must ensure, Women and disable person participation and
their concern and needs must be address on those policy making,
planning and implementation.

Contacts:

11 May Sabe Phyu : 09778875859
21 Ye Lin Myint. : 09791685056
31 Saw Min Naing :095198822

Signed civil society organizations and networks:

1. AGIPP (Alliance for Gender Inclusion in the Peace Process)
2. AhLin Thitsa Development Committee



Ahnaga Alinn Development Committee
Alinsaetamarn Library & Resource Center
All Kachin Youth Union (AKYU)
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7. Athan - Freedom of Expression Activist Organization

8. Ayeyarwaddy Transparency and Accountability Association (ATAA)
9. Basic Law Network

10.BBDN (Beautiful Beach Development Network)

11.Candle Light Youth Group

12.Chin Youth Organization (Hakha)

13.Chinland Natural Resources Watch Group

14.Citizens Action for Transparency

15. Civil call - C\IEO?GSTOE)

16.CLAY

17.Community Empowerment and Resilience Association (CERA)
18.Community Peace Support Team (Northern Shan State)
19.Community Response Group (ComReG)

20.CSFoP (Civil Society Forum for Peace)

21.Dai Fin Social Service

22.Dawei Development Association

23.Dawei Watch Foundation

24.Dawn Peace

25.Dood Hope Foundation

26.Edu wave

27.Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation (Emref)
28.Ever Green

29.Farmer and Labour Union- Myeik

30.FOM - Farmer organization Monyein

31.FUA (Forest User Association)

32.Further Young Pioneer Organization (FYPO)
33.Gender Equality Network (GEN)

34.Generation Wave

35.Green Network Mergui Archipelago

36.Green Peasant Institute — GPI



37.Green Right Organization

38.Grip Hands

39.Htoi Gin Tawng

40.Htoi San LDO

41.Hu Pho Kaphaw

42.Integrated Development Executive Association(IDEA)
43.Kachin Development Networking Group (KDNG)
44.Karenni Human Right Group

45.Karenni Women Organization

46.Kayah Baptist Association-CSSDD

47.KCWG 39863@61’3539(\35300%3%0339&)53

48.KDN (Karen Development Network)

49.KEAN (Kayah Earthrights Action Network)

50.KESAN (Karen Environmental and Social Action Network)
51.Khine Mye Thitsar committee

52.KNGY (Kayah New Generation Youth)

53.KSFU (Karenni State Farmer Union)

54.KSSU (Kayah State Student Union)

55.KSWN

56.KWU -Kachin Women Union

57.KYO (Karen Youth Organization)

58.LAIN Technical Support Group

59.Land Core Group

60.Lighthouse Social Development Organization Network Ayeyarwady
61.Living Water Organization

62.Local Development Network

63.Local Resource Centre (LRC)

64.MATA

65.MATA Arakan

66.MATA @éo‘%és

67.MDCN- Monyein District Civil society Network
68.Metta Set Wine Consortium

69.Mobye Farmer Network (MbFN)

70.Mon State CSOs' Network

71.Mon State CSOs' Peace Support Group



72.Mwetaung Area Development Group

73.Myanmar ICT for Development Organization (MIDO)
74.Myanmar SEZs Watch

75.Myeik Lawyer Network

76.Myusha / KSPLC

77.Nam Kyeo Parahita Foundation

78.Nyan Lynn Thit Analytica

79.0Organization for building better Society

80.0ur Natural Land

81.0way Education and Youth Institute

82.Peace and Development Initiative-Kintha (PDI-Kintha)
83.Peace and Justice for Myanmar

84.Peace Working Committees ( Arakan)

85.Peasants' Legal Aid Network

86.People for People (PFP)

87.PMA CSSDD (Pathein) Pathein Myaungmya Association Christian
Social Service and Development Department

88.Pyin Nya Thagar

89.Rakhine Ethnic Congress (REC)

90.Rakhine Youth New Generation Network (RYNG-N)
91.RDO (Regional Development Organization) (Bogalay)
92.SGYK

93.Shalom Foundation

94.Shan Women Development Network

95.Share Mercy

96. Shingnip Legal Aid Organization

97.SKY-youth, Kyaukphyu

98.Smile Myanmar

99. Southern Youth Development Organization

100. Spectrum — Sustainable Development Knowledge Network
101. Star Way

102. Stoke Association of Myanmar.

103. Sut Awng Farmer Group

104. Tampadipa Institute

105. Tanintharyi MATA

106. TANKS

107. TANKS (Kachin MATA)
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Tarkapaw Youth Group

UKSY (Union of Karenni State Youth)
Waimaw Lisu Development Association
Wan Lark Development Foundation
WCN (Waimaw Civil Society Network)
Women League of Burma (WLB)

WON (Women’s Organizations Network)
Wunpawng Ninghtoi (WPN) 030(339(\353
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